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Liberty Township Comprehensive Plan 

Stakeholder Interviews and Focus Group Discussions 
Tuesday September 17, 2019  
Attendees: See sign in sheet (attached) 

1. PURPOSE AND FORMAT 

The project stakeholders are individuals who represent a wide array of community interests 
including major employers, developers, community organizations, and township leadership. 
By facilitating a series of group discussions, the project team was able to learn more about 
the community and the specific opportunities, challenges and trends impacting Liberty 
Township. 

On Tuesday September 17, the project consulting team facilitated a group discussion with 
Township leadership including the three trustees and members of the zoning commission and 
the board of zoning appeals.  

 
2. SUMMARY 
Each focus group discussion utilized a series of prepared questions to guide the conversation. 
In order to provide a level of anonymity to the group, the findings of the discussions have 
been summarized and presented as a whole.  

Housing 
Liberty Township’s housing market is oriented towards affluent single-family homeowners.  
Generally, the elected officials think that this orientation creates a superior community with 
high-quality amenities.   However, the high price point for housing inhibits attracting 
members of the Millennial generation to the Township.  It would be highly desirable to 
provide more affordable housing options so that Millennials can set down roots within the 
community.    

Providing affordable housing options might open the door to lower-income households to 
resettle in the community, which participants believe would eventually lower the quality of 
the community.   Lower-income households would particularly appreciate more affordable 
housing if the Township develops employment areas along I-75.  In such an event, the best 
option would be to develop affordable multi-family housing that would buffer single-family 
residential uses from employment areas.  The Planned Unit Development (PUD) development 
review options could also be used to integrate multi-family housing within a more traditional 
neighborhood, clustering single-family uses around higher-density units.  Multi-family 
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housing should also be of high quality, with materials that are consistent with the 
community’s design expectations.   

There are few housing options for first-time homebuyers and the elderly within the 
Township.  Again, the PUD option may make it possible to integrate affordable single-family 
units within a master planned community concept.  The developer/builder would have to be 
a key partner in implementation.    

Regardless of the housing price point and targeted sociodemographic group, neighborhood 
developments should emphasize connectivity, with walking and biking facilities extending 
throughout the Township.  However, it can be difficult to assemble sufficient property to 
implement the larger development sizes that would be needed to sustain these amenities.   

It was noted that the Township’s identity is partially derived from its rural and/or agricultural 
characteristics.  Some retention of rural and agricultural areas should be accommodated 
within the Plan.   

Commercial and Retail 
High-quality retail development could enhance the Township’s residential experience by 
enabling shorter shopping trips that could be accommodated by bicycle or by walking.  
Community-focused retail (potentially including tourist destinations and entertainment 
venues) could be located along I-75 and Highway 747; Cincinnati-Dayton Road should 
accommodate locally owned businesses.   

The widening of Highway 747 north to SR 4 should continue, with retail opportunities being 
identified as the project progresses.  Cincinnati-Dayton Road should also be widened, with a 
possible exception being the section along Downtown Bethany, in order to preserve the local 
character there.   

High-Quality Business Areas 
Job creation should be focused along I-75, particularly the planned Millikin Road interchange.  
The Township should focus on medical uses, flex space, office (and back-office) activities, and 
technology.  It would be undesirable to have 24-hour operations at these areas.  Some of the 
private golf courses along the corridor may be willing to sell some or all of their property for 
business uses.   

The area of economic development focus (I-75 corridor) intersects Lemon Township to the 
north of Liberty Township.  Areas of Lemon Township that are not within the City of Monroe 
may wish to join Liberty Township, which would potentially expand the Township’s 
opportunities for economic development.  Some discussion on this topic should ensue in the 
near- to mid-term.   
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Civic Places 
Although technically not within the Township, the nearby Voice of America Park constitutes a 
huge asset for destination and tourist business.  The Park and Liberty Center complement one 
another.  Another relevant destination not within the Township per se is the Spooky Nook 
Champion Mill Sports Complex.   

An extension of the civic activity around Liberty Township north to the planned Millikin Road 
interchange would be desirable, perhaps to be aided by an extension of Cox Road from 
Liberty Way.   Generally, the Township would prefer that civic opportunities be created by 
private businesses, and not by the Township itself.   

The County maintains a library branch within the Township.  Local events sponsored by 
churches generally have excellent attendance.   

Transportation 
Some transportation improvements are proposed in the narrative above, including an 
extension of Cox Road, widening Highway 747 and Cincinnati-Dayton Road, and the Millikin 
Road interchange on I-75.  Highway 4 and Bethany Road should also be widened to the extent 
feasible.   

Bicycle and walking connections within and between neighborhoods were emphasized.  The 
cross-highway pedestrian connection between Liberty Center and Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital was cited as a positive amenity that should be extended to other points near Liberty 
Center.   

 



 

 

MEETING SIGN IN SHEET‐ SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 
 

The following list was developed by the project consulting team and Liberty Township staff. The list below 
includes all invited stakeholders. Those who attended the meeting on September 17th are marked.  
 

NAME  ORGANIZATION/ COMPANY  ATTENDANCE 

Andrew Schweier  Board of Zoning Appeals   

Brian Uhl  Board of Zoning Appeals   

Bryan Behrmann  Liberty Township Director of Planning and Zoning  x 

Brienne Fey  Board of Zoning Appeals   

Caroline McKinney  Liberty Township Economic Development Director   x 

Christine Matacic  Township Trustee  x 

Forrest Holger  Zoning Commission   

James Dobrozsi  Zoning Commission   

Kristen Bitonte  Township Administrator  x 

Michael Ward  Zoning Commission  x 

Mike Dunn  Zoning Commission  x 

Mike Stater  Zoning Commission   

Pam Quinlisk  Fiscal Officer    

Richard McKinney  Board of Zoning Appeals   

Robert Rogers  Board of Zoning Appeals  x 

Steve Schramm  Trustee   x 

Tom Farrell  Trustee   x 

 


