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Why create a Future Land Use Map? 
Township officials create land use plans as a tool for protecting the character of the community, 
illustrating the desirable development pattern, and making responsible decisions about future 
development in the community. The Future Land Use Plan makes recommendations of future 
land use classifications and densities and provides general location and development 
characteristics. It should be noted that the Future Land Use Plan is a vision for the future and is 
to be used as a guideline for making recommendations. The Township Zoning Commission and 
Liberty Township Board of Trustees shall have the ability to analyze specific proposals and uses 
based on current market conditions and impact to adjacent properties while making future land 
use decisions. 

How will the Future Land Use Map be used? 
The Future Land Use Map is a key component of the regulatory framework found within the 
draft 2020 Liberty Township Comprehensive Plan. This framework is intended to be a primary 
tool for the Township for identifying and prioritizing future planning efforts and capital 
improvements. The framework was created to assist the Township, and any other interested 
user, in the identification of areas suitable for growth and areas that should be preserved and/ 
or protected.  

This regulatory framework is comprised of three overarching elements including land use, key 
focus areas and transportation. The development sections summarize current land use, 
identifies existing vacant land, and outlines the proposed future land use pattern for the entire 
Township. Following that, key focus areas, dives deeper into five areas that are primed for 
development and redevelopment including the Central Business District, Downtown Bethany, 
Millikin Center, State Route 4, and State Route 747.  The transportation section describes how 
the proposed future land use development pattern might impact Liberty Township’s roadway 
network. 

How was the Future Land Use Map developed? 
The draft Future Land Use Plan was developed by reviewing the findings and organizational 
elements of the 2013 Vision Plan, reviewing the development patterns that transpired over the 
last six years and by identifying the goals of the community. Additionally, for areas that are 
vacant or underdeveloped, the development opportunities and constraints including 
topography, natural features, access and surrounding land uses were analyzed to determine the 
most applicable development patterns for the future. The draft Future Land Use Plan was 
reviewed and vetted by the Project Steering Committee, Project Ambassadors, Community 
Stakeholders and the general public and represents a shared vision for the future that is 
beneficial, attractive and fiscally balanced.  
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Does this Future Land Use Map impact my property zoning? 
No. Land use reflects the desired future development pattern in a given area of Liberty 
Township. Zoning designations, including overlay districts and planned unit development 
districts, more specifically define and regulate what kinds of uses are allowed on specific parcels 
and outline design and development requirements and guidelines. What is shown on the draft 
Future Land Use Map is only a recommendation for how the property could be developed or 
redeveloped in the future and in many situations, it only is intended to articulate the current 
and assumed continued use of the property. The Township’s current zoning map and zoning 
resolution remain unchanged. 

Why are there fewer future land use categories? 
Within the 2006 and 2013 Vision Plan, 21 land use designations were identified, including nine 
residential designations, and seven designations that included a mix of office, commercial and 
light industrial uses. While the 21 designations provided a level of specificity to the Future Land 
Use Plan, determining the differences between the various designations became difficult and 
often required Township leaders and staff to provide individual interpretations on how to 
review and apply the recommendations. The 14 designations highlighted in the 2020 Future 
Land Use Map allow for a clearer separation of future uses and intensities and provide a more 
defined set of descriptions that include character elements such as density, form, landscaping, 
and access. The 14 categories used within the 2020 Future Land Use Plan are not new, but 
rather a refinement of the designations that have been used since 2006. 

Are you removing the Township’s current Overlay Districts? 
No. Overlay districts are traditionally used as a zoning tool for geographical areas that need 
specific development considerations or design criteria that is over and above those guidelines 
established in a traditional zoning district. Since ‘overlay districts’ refer to a zoning tool, 
comprehensive plans often work to establish these specialty areas by introducing these areas as 
a subarea plan or focus area. By denoting these areas separately from the broader Future Land 
Use Plan more detailed descriptions of the area can be developed.  

While the Future Land Use Map provides general summaries of intended future land uses and 
development character, the focus area descriptions are intended to further describe the unique 
characteristics of each area and provide additional information on development intent, 
character, scale and transitions. The focus areas, along with the Future Land Use Map should be 
used when evaluating development proposals and should also inform the creation or refinement 
of Township Overlay District requirements.  

It seems that three of the community’s golf courses are designated as something other than 
recreational uses. Will they be closing? 
No. Future Land Use designations only apply when a property owner is ready to develop or 
redevelopment their property. The Green Crest Golf Club, Pleasant Hill Golf Course and the Elks 
Country Club were all identified as properties that could transition in the future. While a future 
land use designation has been recommended for these properties, they only apply when the 
existing property owner wishes to establish a new use on site. The existing functions of the 
three golf courses will remain for the foreseeable future. 


