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You 

did it!
Congratulations- the hard part is over.



» Planning Process

» Plan Organization

» Plan Highlights

» Next Steps
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Planning Process
What have we been doing.



The 2020 Liberty Township Comprehensive Plan is a guide for future 
decision-making that both reflects and promotes a shared vision for 
Liberty Township. 

The plan is based on developing forward thinking strategies that will 
build upon community strengths and combat local challenges. 

Document created using: 

» Facts and Analysis

» Community Input

» Vision and Goals

» Recommendations
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8
Planning meetings

(Steering Committee + Ambassador Meetings)
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90
Stakeholder invitations

From various groups, organizations and businesses
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2
Public meetings

With a total of 92 individuals signed in
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3
Informal Community Events

Hosted and facilitated by Township staff
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1,100
Survey Responses

Collected through two surveys
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Plan Organization
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Existing 
Conditions 

Report

Chapter 
One: 

Introduction

+
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Chapter 
Two: 

A Call to 
Action

Chapter 
Three:

Growth and 
Conservation 
Framework

Chapter 
Four:

Critical Path 
Strategies



Building the 2020 Liberty Township Comprehensive Plan included: 

» An inventory of Liberty Township’s existing demographic, 
socioeconomic, and market conditions, as well as an inventory of the 
built infrastructure, amenities, and natural features. 

» Public perceptions and needs input on existing systems, future 
concerns and anticipated needs

» Identification of 11 trends/ challenges that may impact the growth, 
development and success of Liberty Township in the future.
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..a place where people choose 

to be life-long residents…



..which features both vibrant 

commercial centers… 
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… and areas of quaint rural 

splendor… 



» The 2020 Liberty Township Comprehensive Plan becomes 
a set of tools that allow for the community to:

» Respect and protect the natural, historical, and cultural legacy of 
the area; and

» Look to, and plan for future progress.

The 2020 Liberty Township Comprehensive Plan 
puts an emphasis on balance, diversification and 
the long term success of the community.
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Planning Tools
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Policy 
Objectives

Future 
Land Use 

Map

Future 
Transportation 

Map

Critical Path 
Strategies 
Handbook
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Policy 
Objectives

Future 
Land Use 

Map

Future 
Transportation 

Map

Critical Path 
Strategies 
Handbook
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MAINTAIN

GROW

EXPAND

MANAGE



The policy statements are aspirational, yet achievable targets to 
guide the community towards its future goals. 

» They were created using a variety of data and input including past 
planning documents, conclusions for the existing conditions report, 
as well as feedback received from public engagement.

» The policy statements can vary in detail but generally are more 
specific than goals and identify the Township’s position in regards to 
implementing the goals. 

» Policy statements are intended to be consistent and applicable across 
all planning and development efforts.

28



29



30

Policy 
Objectives

Future 
Land Use 

Map

Future 
Transportation 

Map

Critical Path 
Strategies 
Handbook
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Future 
Land Use 

Map



The 2020 Future Land Use Map illustrates a development pattern 
that builds upon the established built environment, recognizes the 
importance of conservation, all while exploring the idea of 
diversification.

The Plan was developed by:

» Reviewing the 2013 Vision Plan and 2013 Future Land Use Map;

» Reviewing development patterns that transpired over the last six 
years; 

» Reviewing future development sites and opportunities; and

» Reviewing the goals of the community.
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Future Land Use 

Map
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Future Land Use 

Map
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How does the 2020 Future Land Use Map differ from the 
2013 Future Land Use Map?

» LAND USE DESIGNATIONS
The previous 21 land use designations have been refined to create 14 
land use designations that provide a clear separation of land uses.

» LAND USE DESCRIPTIONS
The descriptions for each land use are consistent and provide 
information on building location, density, height, buffering, site 
amenities and connectivity.

» COLOR
A new color palette has been applied to provide visual clarity.
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New Feature: Focus Areas

» Focus area plans, or subarea plans are often used to ensure that these 
smaller, unique areas of a community are reviewed in detail to best 
identify how they can be leveraged to meet the overarching goals of 
the community.

» Focus area plans are often more detailed then a general Future Land 
Use Plan and are prepared for a smaller geographic area within a 
community.
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SR 4

SR 747

MILLIKIN 

CENTER

CENTRAL 

BUSINESS 

DISTRICT

DOWNTOWN 

BETHANY
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Policy 
Objectives

Future 
Land Use 

Map

Future 
Transportation 

Map

Critical Path 
Strategies 
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Future 
Transportation 

Map



The 2020 Future Transportation Map illustrates a safe, functional 
and enjoyable system that includes driving, walking and biking 
facilities.

The Plan was developed by:

» Understanding the existing motorized and non-motorized 
transportation systems;

» Reviewing recommendations provided within the 2007 Butler County 
Throughfare Plan; and

» Analyzing the impacts of the 2020 Future Land Use Plan.
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Future Land Use 

Map
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The 2020 Future Transportation Map confirms previously discussed 
roadway impacts:

The following roadways are expected to need capacity improvements in 
the future based on future development and community growth:

» Millikin Way Interchange and associated improvements 
(including the Cox Road extension)

» State Route 4

» State Route 747

» Cincinnati Dayton Road

» Liberty Way
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New Feature: Corridor Character Typologies

» Based on community input, the appearance of the roadway itself is 
just as important as the mobility and accessibility standards outlined 
within a traditional Thoroughfare Plan.

» The Future Transportation Plan ties the future development character 
of an area to the way the roadway functions and looks, with an 
emphasis being placed on establishing contextual elements that 
carry out the community’s desire to preserve the rural, natural 
character of the Township.
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Future Land Use 

Map
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MAINTAIN

GROW

EXPAND

MANAGE



The Critical Path Strategies Handbook is a resource for Liberty 
Township staff and partners that provides specificity to the action 
steps that were identified as a top priority. 

» The critical path strategies are a combination of short-term, 
affordable “low-hanging” fruit projects and programs that can create 
momentum and near-term progress for the Township while others 
are long-term programs or projects that may require an extended 
timeline or additional funding to complete but are crucial to 
achieving the community vision and goals.
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Next Steps



The final plan and its individual components have been under review 
since June 2020. 

The document provided to you reflects comments and suggestions  
provided by the following groups:

» Project steering committee

» Project ambassadors

» Project stakeholders

» Township Trustees and staff

» General Public
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Following tonight’s presentation the plan will remain available for public 
review and comment.

We encourage everyone to:

» Review the draft document

» Review the process summary boards

» Provide comment by using the online form
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